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Alvin B. Lewis Jr., who has worked 
for the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations since last December, 
has been appointed acting chief coun- 
sel and staff director, the committee 
chairman said yesterday. 

Lewis, a lawyer from Palmyra, 
Pa., replaces Riohard A. Sprague, 
who resigned March 30 after a long- 
feud with former committee chair- 
man Henry B. Gonzalez (D., Tex.). 

A spokesman for committee chair- 
man Louis Stokes (D., Ohio) said that 
Lewis wouHd serve as counsel to the 
12-men^r committee for about one 
month, or until a .permanent counsel 
is named. 

He said the committee is currently 
looking for a permanent successor to 
Sprague. 

“T(Ve are looking for someone of 
national stature and experience,” 
Stokes said, but he added that “out- 
standing persons on the staff . . . are 
not excluded from consideration.” 

Announcement of die interim ap- 
pointment was made in Philadelphia 
by Burt Chardack, the committee’s 
public relations director. 

Sprague, who once served as first 
assistant district attorney in Phila- 
delphia, stepped down as counsel 
after reportedly being convinced that 
his departui'e would clear the way 
for the committee to continue inves- 
tigating the assassinations of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy and the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

The day after his resignation, the 
House voted to extend the life of 
the committee through 1978, 

Lewis, 43, had been special counsel i 
for die committee since Dec. 6. He j 
resigned from that job Thursday, but ; 
olfered his ser\dces until a perma- 
nent successor to Sprague is chosen. 

As special counsel, Lewis worked 
on the investigations of the Kennedy 
and King assassinations, performed 
a number of special assignments and 
acted as liaison with members of the ; 
committee. | 



